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WE DON'T WANT TO SADDLE OURSELVES 
WITH A BIG DEBT 


That’s what many ministers and church board members feel when 
confronted with the need for new construction. Though the facilities 
may be urgently needed, no one responsible for the future of a church 
wants to incur tremendous indebtedness which they may not be able 
to repay for many years to come. 

What, then, can they do? 

Fortunately, there is an answer — a means of providing substantial 
cash funds in a short time so that only a modest debt — or none at all 
— need be incurred in construction of that new church, educational 
building, parsonage. 

For example, the Reformed Church in Bedminster, N. J., and 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, in Irvington, N. J., currently are raising 
funds, under Lawson Associates direction — the first for remodelling 
of the church school and erection of an addition, the latter for a 
new church. 

We told the people of Reformed Church that from $40,000 to 
$50,000 could be raised, after a careful statistical analysis of their 
fund-raising potential. Though the campaign is not yet completed, 
$42,189 has been subscribed and the average gift is $235. They should 
go well over the higher expectancy of attainment. 

In Irvington, we have said that from $70,000 to $80,000 can be 
expected and, so far, $66,995 has been subscribed with considerable 
more to come. | 

It is significant that these amounts have been raised in 20-months 
pledges. These churches won’t have to wait forever for the cash they 
must have if construction is to proceed. 

We would be most pleased to analyze the fund-raising potential of 
your church. Our experience in organizing the congregations of more 
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LAWSON ASSOCIATES 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 

CD Please arrange a visit to discuss our funds needs. 
CJ Please send literature regarding your services. 


} Drop the attached 
coupon in the mail 
; today or telephone 
us collect at Rock- 


ville Centre 6-0177. 
| 
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Tell the Christmas Story... beautifully... 
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i el impressively... by candlelight! 


In one compact, economical kit, Emkay’s special 
Candlelight Service Set gives you everything need- 
ed for congregation participation in candlelight 
services. Set includes Pastor’s Candle, Usher's 
Candles, Congregation Candles and easy-to-use 
drip protectors designed specially for the candles. 
WRITE FOR CATALOG AND PRICES on Em- 


kay Candlelight Service Sets of various sizes—and 


Real & te = for complete selection of Emkay Candles and Ac- 


{ 
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@ mee cessories for every church need. 
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FREE FOLDERS and PLANS 
for beautiful Candlelight Serv- 
ices are available through Em- 
kay’s Program Planning De- 
partment. Tested and approv- 
' ed, the folders contain sug- 
gested sermons and plans for 
services throughout the year 
. Christmas, Easter, Bap- 
tismal, Dedication, Mortgage 
Burning, etc. 
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Flame-Tested 
Church Candles 
for Every Need 


(AROS MUENCH-KREUZER ANS 
ong Lair CANDLE CO. INC. 1, 
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DWARD LAIRD MILLS 


ISTORICALLY Protestants have 

emphasized the primacy of the pul- 

it. That emphasis developed a race 
f preachers and led to the building of 
age sanctuaries, sometimes seating 
000 people or more. The current trend 
3 toward smaller sanctuaries and dupli- 
ate or triplicate services. Great relig- 
gus rallies must be held outdoors or in 
ecular auditoriums. Counseling and li- 
gical worship increasingly take the 
astor’s attention. The general disap- 
earance of the Sunday evening service 
ith its evangelistic accent has helped 
) give the pulpit secondary status. Vluch 
f Billy Graham’s enormous influence 
erives from the fact that he meets so 
ttle competition in this field. Readers 
ho have memories of great preachers, 
- Quale, Cadman, Gunsaulus, Jowett - 
should cherish them carefully for its 
nlikely that they will ever hear their 
quals. The politicians are in a similar 
-edicament. In platform mastery there 
“e no successors to Bryan, Beveridge 
ad Woolley. A proper make-up for TV 
as usurped the place formerly occupied 
y eloquent speech. A British writer la- 
ents that churches nowadays are look- 
ig for “‘competence in management rath- 
> that power in preaching.’’ 
The prime cause for this distressing 
yndition is not far to seek. Due to the 
ide use of radio and TV, listeners have 
scome habituated to fifteen and thirty 
inute limits to the spoken word. That 
abit discourages creative imagination 
id compels frugality in the use of illus- 
ations. The sermon becomes, in many 
uses a moralistic homily courteously 
slivered and politely received. Preach- 
's no longer mount up with wings as 
gles -- the runways are too short. The 
lege dean who admonished the visit- 
g preacher that “‘no souls are saved 
ter the first twenty minutes, ’’ may have 
ee Saville correct. Unfortunately, it 


also true that few are likely to be 


THE 


ECLIPSE 
OF 
THE 
PREACHER 


saved within that skimpy limit. It is hard 
to preach for a verdict with one eye on 
the clock. Thus conditioned, the sermon 
becomes a mere skeleton with little meat 
on its bones. It will take time to develop 
a method of sermon construction which 
will at once preserve traditional values 
and conform with modern necessities. 
That problem is a baffling one. The 
proverbial man-in-the-street is impres- 
sionistic rather than thoughtful. On the 
lower level he gets his education from 
the comics: on the upper level from the 
copiously illustrated news-magazines 
which appeal to the eye rather than the 
intellect. Not much assistance is avail- 
able for the man who desires to love God 
with the mind. Perhaps a teaching min- 
istry, based on the Bible and freely us- 
ing current events to spotlight eternal 
truth would afford a chance to share 
with layman an awareness of the con- 
tents and implications of the Christian 


faith. It might be worth trying. Undoubt- — 


edly the three-point sermon is slated for 
honorable retirement. One point, imagin- 
atively treated, will better meet the 
need. There will also have to be a shift 


in the type of illustrations used. Absorp- 


tion in mechanics is growing at the ex- 
pense of familiarity with rural life. The 


modern preacher must come to feel at 


home in the age of jets, atoms and elec- 


tronics. Jle must learn to talk intelli-— 
gently about its awesome characteristics 
and the difficult task of relating these — 
to the purposes of God in creation and ie 


break = 
through the barrier posed by secularcul- 
ture, of which many Protestant church- — 
men have drunk too deeply. If and when 


redemption must be attempted, 
In some way he will have to 


he is successful in doing this, he will 
find himself in fruitful fellowship with 


the great apostle whose frequent and ur-_ 
ent exhortation was, “Preach the Gos- | 
pel.”’ The British writer quoted above — 


notes that Christ, Ilimself, commission-_ ees 


: x y I He 
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ed His disciples primarily to ‘‘preach”’ 
and only secondarily to ‘‘worship, serve 
and shepherd.’”’ 

The dynamic nature of the gospel and 
the ever-recurring needs of men for spir- 


itual sustenance, encourage the bel: 
that ultimately some way will be fou 
to return to the pulpit at least a part 
the power and prestige it formerly. p< 
sessed. 


GOD’S 
HEALING WORK 
OF 
LOVE 


EARL HOWELL 


ROM the beginning of creation until 
Pies God is in the business of heal- 
ing. When he placed man on the 
earth, the Father had in mind certain 
purposes and goals. It was His plan that 
this new creature should achieve the 
highest possible degree of moral perfec- 
tion. If this goal were to be reached man 
must possess the right of free choice. 
Bestowing such a power on man in- 
volved great hazzard. Man, inexperienced 
and with little knowledge of himself or 
the nature of the world, was in danger of 
making decisions and performing acts 
that would damage the earth and inflict 
wounds upon his body, mind, and spirit. 
Exploring the world and using its re- 
sources, man was sure to damage the 
earth, jeopardizing his future life there. 
Seeking to discover his physical capaci- 
ties, he would encounter immutable laws 
and inflict mortal wounds upon his body. 
There was danger that man would injure 
his spirit in the attempt to discover a 
satisfactory relationship with his fellow- 
man, so his soul would languish in sor- 
row, pain, and in need of healing. These 


“were not merely possibilities, they ac- 


tually would take place. 
Since God placed man upon the earth 
without consulting him it was morally 


_ necessary that the Creator should as- 


sume his share of responsibility for the 
hazzard of man, without depriving the 


_ creature of the right of free choice.There- 
_ fore, as a moral being, God assumed that 
_ responsibility by writing the principle of 
healing into the nature of the earth and 


of man. 


‘Thus, from the time man appeared upon 
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the earth, it was his privilege to choc 
and his obligation to accept the hazze 
In the case of injury to earth or hims 
the hurt need not prove fatal. It could 
healed. 

Evidence of God’s work of heal 
love are to be observed all about us 
nature. Take the carton of empty t 
carelessly dumped upon a country ro 
side. One coming after is offended 
the ghastly scar inflicted upon the la 
scape. But let him return to the spot 
the end of a year. He will find the he 
ing forces of Nature already at wo 
Grass, weeds and vines will have spr 
up and covered the unsightly object 
Meanwhile, the light of the sun, aic 
by moisture and oxygen in the air, y 
have begun the work of reducing the 1 
sightly objects to the elements fre 
which they came. Within a few years © 
work of disintegrations will be comple 
The cans will disappear, the earth w 
bemore fertile because of their present 
and vines, weeds and grass will feed 1 
on their ashes. f 


This law also applies in cases wh 
the earth has been mutilated by st 
agencies as fire. In 1908 some carel, 
person dropped a lighted match in 
forest growing upon the mountain and : 
ley surrounding the So Duc River 
Clallam County, Washington. Within 
few hours 12,000 acres of the finest t 
ber on the Olympic Peninsula was | 
stroyed. When I first visited the area 
1923 the landscape was still scared < 
barren. Tall, ghostly trunks of dead tre 
stood here and there bearing silent ¥ 


ess to the carelessness of man. 

But already the healing forces of Na- 
ure were at work. Encouraged by man 
hey soon produced an abundance of 
‘ees which now stand forty feet in height 
overing the entire area with green. To- 
ay s passer-by would find it difficult to 
isualize the great wound that marred 
1€ mountainside forty years ago. 

Take another example. 

My family and I drove through the Mo- 
ave desert in California. [t was our first 
isit there and we expected to find a bar- 
en waste. But our disappointment was 
ntirely pleasant. Shortly before we were 
here heavy rains had fallen and the 
round was still moist. The water, hav- 
ig awakened the dormant life in roots of 
rass and seeds of flowering plants, had 
alled them into life. What we saw was 
rass covering the landscape with a blan- 
et of green ‘and wild-flowers forming 
atterns of red, violet and gold. 

This charming scene bore witness to 
he fact that God’s healing work of love 
till is an active force upon the face of 
re earth. 

The principle of healing is active also 
2 the human body. In case of a wound 
» the flesh, whether a pin-prick or a 
ruise, a burn, laceration, or a broken 
one, the healing forces of the body rush 
» the scene to mend the hurt. Barring 
bstructions such as fear, depleted forc- 
s or toxic conditions in the body, the 
ealing will go forward with dispatch un- 
1 the wound is fully cured. 

There is no-wonder, therefore, that 
shen Jesus walked upon the earth, He al- 
yays responded with tenderness, sym- 
athy, and compassion in the presence 
f human suffering. Witness the Sabbath 
fternoon when the Lord visited the pool 
f Bethesda in Jerusalem. There was a 
legend that periodically, when the wa- 
er was troubled, the ill person first to 
tep into it was healed. Rect 

Jesus found the place filled with in- 
aids Among them was a man ill thirty- 
ight years. During that time no one had 
een found with compassion or tender- 
ess sufficient to prompt him to help 
1e impotent man into the troubl ed waters. 

This man drew the attention of Jesus, 

ose questions brought out the fact 

still had faith. The Master command- 
** Arise, take up your pallet and 
1955 
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win 


walk,” and he did. 

But Jesus had enemies, men who 
watched His every move, seeking some- 
thing with which to accuse Him. When 
they heard that He had performed this 
work of mercy on the Sabbath day, they 
charged Him with violating their law. To 
this accusation, Jesus responded, ‘‘My 
Father is working still, and I am work- 
ing.’’ It were as if the Lord had said, 
“‘My Father is in the business of heal- 
ing. He keeps at it day and night and 
doesn’t let up on the Sabbath. I am His 
partner and I keep busy too.”’ 

Further pointing up the Lord’s attitude 
toward human suffering is His statement 
on another occasion. “‘It is not the will 
of my Father in Heaven,”’ He said, “that 
one of these little ones should perish.” 
Let no one believe that Jesus referred 
only to infants and small children. He 
meant that God wills health and peace 
of mind for all His children in the whole 
world. It is not God’s will that’ any of » 
these should suffer in body, mind or 
spirit. 

Most obstructions to the healing of the 
wounds of the body lie in the habits and 
attitudes of man. Many such hindrances 
remain unknown to science. But if they 
could be found and removed it is safe to 
say that God’s healing work would be 
effective upon every illness known to 
the body. 

God’s greatest cures are in the realm 
of the wounded spirit. Here His healing 
is swift, sure, complete and in response 
to human need. He has many ways of 
making the spirit well. Time, for in- 
stance, dissipates sorrow. The child, 
who today weeps in heart-break and dis- 
appointment will be all smiles tomorrow. 
The heart of the widow which last year 
was full of gloom, sorrow, and bereave- 
ment, is full of sunshine now. 

The most deadly wounds to the human 
spirit result from selfishness and pride. 
All the soul-blighting sins known to man 
have their roots in these. Ill-will, resent- 
ment, all acts that do not take into con- 
sideration one’s obligations to God and 
fellow-men, grow out of selfishness and 
pride. as 

The unforgiving spirit is symptomatic 
of lack of generosity. Holding of grudges 
reveals the absence of humility. These 
sins raise barriers against that love — 
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which prompts God to heal the wounded 
spirit. Demanding special attention from 
the Father, they prompted Him to do 
something about it. 

As already said, when a wound occurs 
in the flesh, all the healing forces of 
the body are alerted to do battle against 
the hurt. In like manner, selfishness and 
pride in the human spirit brought God’s 
Son into the world on the greatest heal- 
ing mission in the program of the Father. 

Forgiveness of sins is a work of heal- 
ing. From the hour Jesus died on Golgo- 


tha, until the resent, the realization of 
the significance of the cross challenges 
selfishness and pride causing them te 
flee the heart. Their flight leaves room 
for love, tenderness, sympathy, compas- 
sion, humility, unselfishness, repent: 
ance, and the spirit of forgiveness 
These are God’s agents through whick 
He forgives and basta the wounded spir- 
it of man. These, when present in our 
life, give evidence that the Father still 
is bent upon healing the wounded spirit 
of man. God’s beans work of love! 
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Ministerial Courtesies 
and 


Christian Amenities 


RAY H. PIERSON 


less standardized Code of Ethics 

covering a minister’s relation to his 
fellow ministers becomes increasingly 
apparent. The pride of the profession, the 
love of the brethren, and the true _frater- 
nity that must exist among all of God’s or- 
dained servants, these all unite in de- 
manding it. There is now some sort of a 
code of ethics existing among the clergy, 
but it is not sufficiently standardized nor 
followed. 

The» Apostle exhorted the Church to 
“Semember them which have rule over you, 
or guide you, who have spoken unto you 
the word of God, whose faith follow,’’ and 
to “‘obey them that have rule over you, or 
guide you, and submit yourselves: for they 
watch for your souls as they must give ‘ac- 
count, that they may do it with joy and 
not with grief,’’ and to “know them which 
labor among you and are over you in the 
Lord, and E odtiah you; and to esteem 
them in love for their work’s sake.’’ He 
thus acknowledged that the ministry is a 
work worthy of high esteem, and it can 
hardly be imagined that he would exhort 
laymen to esteem their ministers highly 
unless he, himself, so esteemed them. 

The clergy should be the first to show 
esteem, to understand and practice the 
proper courtesies and amenities toward 
one another, then the laity will better 
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understand just what the proprieties ar 
that should be followed, for sometime: 
they do embarass a minister by requestin 
from him, a service which should have 
been performed by another minister. The 
do not always stop to think, but at suc 
atime the clergy, if they have a clear} 
and well defined code of ethics, can prov 
they hold one another in highest esteen 
and the effect upon the laity will be : 
good one. 

If such a code is to be standardized, | 
is evident that no one man can arbitraril 
fix the standard. Given a spirit of tru 
fraternity, plus ordinary thoughtfulness 
among the clergy, and an ethical cod 
can soon be adopted, whether written o 
unwritten. Upon some few minor point 
there may be possible differences at firs 
but with a little attention to details, a fe 
conferences in which the subject is care 
fully considered, and certainly a sati: 
factory understanding may be reached, 

A Code of Ethics should embrace a minis- 
ter’s relation to (1) his neighbor, whether of 
his own or another denomination; (2) his 
predecessor; (3) his successor; and (4) hi: 


~ brother minister, though a stranger. Obvious 


ly, the Christly amenities will cause a man 
to be gracious, hospitable, loyal and cha 
itable toward his brethren, and to speak onl 
good of his fellow ministers. Among al] th 
. (See page 421 
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THE GIFT 

T is a most unusual bit of artistry, 
that lariat. Thirty-five feet of four- 
ply deer skin having neither splice 
nor blemish, as pretty a piece of prim- 


ative handiwork as one will ever see. 

It doesn’t seem possible, but for over 

thirty years that rope has hung on my 
study wall as a constant reminder of 
several very basic life-truths too often 
gnored in this materialistic era when all 
hat is supposed to be needed to reach a 
somplete and happy life is a sufficiency 
of the cash of the realm, be that realm 
what it may. 
Al, a fine, quiet and friendly Morman 
ad, was my guide. I still get an occa- 
ional word from him which warms me, 
nd brings back memories. 

It was January, high in the mgged 
sierra Madres of Chihuahua. The almost 
-onstant rain, freezing as it fell, soaked 
ur clothes but failed even to dampen 
ur spirits. One night as we sat shiver- 
ng before a water-logged pitch-fire, and 
inder a taut tarpaulin stretched between 
ur two tents, a wiry little sodden native 
tame clattering down the rock-littered 
‘anyon side on a typically diminutive 
ative ‘‘Caballo’’ drawn by the light of 
yur fire and the luring smell of the bacon. 
_From the neatly hand-hewn wooden 
addle on the back of his wee-bit horse, 
here hung a lariat which he tossed under 
ur tarp. I had never seen one like it. 
Merfect! The more I fondled it the more 
wanted it, so I asked Al to ask the 
ative what he would sell it for. 
*Then it was I learned a lesson I may 
ever have thought of before. So few do, 

icularly in this weirdly materialistic 

a of ours. Money is not everything and 
was a lesson which has grown richer 
d fuller over the years that have pas- 
!since that wilderness night under 
dripping tarpaulin. © awed 3 
In BL te ae query Al said slowly, 
ausing as though to study my reactions, 
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“You don’t have enough money in camp 
to buy that rope.’’ Then he went on and I 
am glad he did,‘‘That little Mexican runs 
a few heads of cattle up here inthe hills, 
so the rope is the main tool of his pro- 
fession. He has used it as a weapon of 
defense. It has countless uses all of 
which are pretty important to the native. 
AI blew a big ring of smoke toward the 
fire, hesitated and then went on, ‘When 
you need a piece of rope you go to the 
store and buy it, but the native lives a 
hundred miles from the nearest store and 
when he needs a new rope he has to kill 
several deer, cure and: cut the hides and 
make his own rope, and that is a long, 
hard job. Down here, Joe, money means 
absolutely nothing to the natives. There 
is no place to spend it. There is nothing 
it can buy. The only way you can buy 
is by having something the other fellow 
might want - then you trade with him for 
what he wants. You might just as well 
forget the rope,“ and he pulled the collar 
of his heavy woolen overcoat up around 
his ears against the decided nip in the 
air. 

Yet, that same rope has hung on my 
study wall all these years since that 
soggy, miserably uncomfortable night. 

Days later, when camp was broken and 
we had packed back through the lovely, 
snow-draped Blue Ridge and I was about 
to start for the border, Al gave me the 
rope and left the room without a word. 
He never told me, but his brother did, 
that though I had a little money with me 
Al had the medium of exchange and had 
given his good wool overcoat to the na- 
tive, his only real protection against 
the winter that was lying deep over the 
pine covered mountains, that, in turn 
he might give me the rope I had so open- 
ly admired. , : 

Daily,that rope, the pride of my little 
collection, speaks to me of true brother- 

(See page 426) 
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK 


PRAYER FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP 


Faithful Father of the Universe, faithful art 
Thou to Thy children. 

Thou hast begotten us, Thou doest preserve us, 
Thou doest provide us with the necessities of this 
life. 

Faithfully doest Thou guard and keep us from 
dangers which beset the body and soul. We enter 
the joys of Thy presence acknowledging our 
thanks and praise, for the blessedness of our re- 


‘demption through Thy glorious Son, Jesus Christ. 


For the sanctifying influence of Thy Spirit who 
calls, gathers, enlightens and preserves the whole 
Christian Church on earth; 

For the privilege of being Thine, we speak Thy 
praise. Evex when we are faithless to Thee,Thy 
love and mercy surround and keep us. 

Forgive our shortcomings.Thou art aware of 
how often we bow before the fear of men, how 
frequently we give in to the greed of gain. 

How, again and again, we falter before the opin- 
ion of our friends and ridicule of our enemies. 

Keep us, O Father, from hiding our fears behind 
a bold front of anger and boastfulness. 

Save us from venting our disappointments on 
those we meet along the way of life. Spare us from 
the sin of being pleasant and nice to our acqudin- 
ances and being moody and unkind to those who 
dre closest to us and upon whom we depend and 
often take for granted. i , 

Enable our Church to continue its healing min- 
istry in this community through the ministry of the 
Word and Sacrament; through the activities of or- 
ganizations, and through the lives of individuals 
who constantly confess their faith in Theeour 
Lord and Master. 

Enfold within Thy love and mercy all near and 
dear to us, whatever duties they may be called up- 
on to perform and wherever they may be. L% 

Send us forth now, O Lord, with the conscious- 
ness that we would be faithful even as Thou art 
faithful unto us. Amen, W. A. Kuntzleman 


CHURCH LOYALTY . 

_ Billy Sunday once said, “‘Going to 

‘church on Sunday won’t make you a 

Christian any more than going to the 

garage will make yoy an automobile.”’ 
While there is food for thought in this 
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loyal to your church 


statement of the evangelist, I am moved 
to disagree with him. I have met many peo- 
ple who have been made Christian in 
the church. They have been made Chris- 
tian because they found God there. | 

The church is the workshop of the 
Master. It is the place where God is 
working all the time. In the reading and 
preaching of His Word, in the prayers. 
in the songs of praise, in the fellowship 
of kindred minds at worship, God works 
His wonders of redemption. 

It. is not the church that saves, but 
the spirit of God in the church. Weary 
souls find rest, hopeless souls find 
hope, groping souls find light, sinful 
souls find redemption and pardon, sor- 
rowing souls find eternal comfort be 
cause they find the Spirit of God in the 
church. 

It is true that God can work any place 
but He does some of His most marvel: 
lous work in the church. 

Some people are missing the blessing 
of God because they are not loyal in 
their church attendance. Like the dis- 
ciple, Thomas, who was not present 
when the risen Lord appeared to the 
group, so'do many now miss the blessin; 
of His presence from wilful absence 
from the hour of worship in their church 

Don’t ever miss the blessing of God 
It is better to miss anything olsei Kame 
_» Walter R. Youn; 
THE SANCTUARY - 1956 Ae 
Traditional as a Lenten guide, The 
Sanctuary is back with a treasury of 
new devotional material. It is again 
written by Dr. Chas. M. Crowe, pastor « 
Wilmette Parish Methodist Church, I 


The little 48 page booklet contains one 
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meditation for each day of Lent, start- 
ing with Ash Wednesday and concluding 
with Easter Sunday. 
Primarily designed as a guide for 
personal devotions, the Sanctuary, dur- 
ing the years has reached a circulation 
in the hundreds of thousands. The in- 
dividual copies are 10¢. It may also be 
be ordered in quantities at 75¢ per dozen 
or $3.95 per hundred. Publication dateis 
January 9th. Write Abingdon Press, 810 
Broadway, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


PREPARATION FOR LENT 1956 


Emphasis on the personal life of Je- 
sus, His ministry, Gethsemane, Gol gotha, 
the Tomb, the Resurrection. What Jesus 
Means to ‘the individual soul. Let us 
walk with Him, as we study Him, His 
love for us, the meaning of His mission 
and His return to the Father, as taught 
by Paul, to the Corinthians: 

The Corinthian Church 1:1-16 

Wisdom 1:17 - 2:16 

Wise Conclusion Chapter 3 

Their Debt Chapter 6 

Godly Sel&control Chapter 8 

My Way orGod’s? 19:1-12 

Diversity of Gifts Chapter 11 

Failure Without Love 13:1-3 

Love to Conquer 13:4-8 

For All Men = 13:9-13 

Gospel Parl Preached 15:1-11 


BOOKS OF VALUE IN YOUR S.S. 


1956 Lesson Commentaries. 

The Douglass Sunday School lessons, 
by Earl L.Douglass, Macmillan, 494 pp. 
$2.95, is a commentary on the Interna- 
tional S.S. Lessons, featuring Bible-cen- 
tered material, sound doctrine and teach- 
ing aids that aid. : 


Peloubet’s Selected Notes, 82nd An- 
ual volume by Wilbur M. Smith, Wilde, 
465 pp. $2.75. It is a complete commen- 
tary, International Lesson Outlines by 


Lord. 


> 


f the Early Church. 3-Writings of Faith 


nd Encouragement (Hebrews to Revela- 


olks by John Henry Sargent, Wilde, 
6 pp. $2. The author’s 77 Parable 
alks, $2, and 105 Modern Parables for 
foung Folks, $1.75, are known and wide- 


Be ember, 1955 


ti 
55 Dynamic Parable Talks to Young 
1 
! 


ions). 4-Great Passages of the Bible. — 


ly used by leaders of young people. 


The Speaker’s Treasury for Sunday 
School Teachers, by Herbert V. Proch- 
now, Wilde. 175 pp. $2.50. This is a 
reference and ideabook with suggestions 
on preparing a talk, leading a discussion 
group or class, and making reports. The 
author, an officer of a large Chicago 
bank, has been active in church work 
for many years; widely known as a speak- 
er at high school and college commence- 
ments, business and professional groups, 
is the author of Meditations on the Ten 
Commandments, Great Stories from Great 
Lives, The Public Speaker’s Treasury 
Chest, and other volumes. 


Doran’s Ministers Manual, 1956 edition, 
Harper, 395 pp. $2.75, listed as compiled 
and edited by M.K.W.Heicher and G.B.F. 
Hallock, ten sections arranged to be of 
practical help to pastorsand church lead- 
ers. 


Concordia Publishing House offers the 
following worthwhile pamphlet helps: 
Mealtime Prayers, 5¢ or $3.33 - 100 
Why Confirmation, 10¢, $6.67 per 100 
When You Pray, 10¢ or $4.50 per 100 
Witness Where You Are, 10¢, $6-100 — 
What I Owe My Parents,10¢,6.67-100 | 
You Can’t Witness?4¢ or $3.60 perl00 
Does Your Child Know Jesus? 
10¢ or $3.50 - 100 
Bible Study in an H-Bomb World, 
10¢ or $5.00 -100 
To Join or Not to Join, 
10¢ $6.67 per 100 
My Sunday School, 5¢ or $3.00 per 100 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


As a result of the gifts of the children 
of our Sunday Schools to the Epiphany 
appeal, we shall be able to build from 
175 to 200 chapels in India. Receipts 
in 1955 were $80,277.53. The Indians 
contribute to the chapels, also. God 
multiplies our gifts. a 

From Synod of the NW Stewardship letter 


SUMMER DRIVE-IN SERVICES 


We again held four services at the Sky-. 
way Niagara Drive In Theater this sum-_ 
mer with unexpected success. The at- 
tendance on July 24th was 655. On Au- 
gust 7th it was 674 and 811 on August 
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2lst. 527 came on Sept. 11th proving 
without a doubt the interest in these 
services. On the September Sunday we 
held our service in a pouring, con- 
stant rain and had 527 people present 
despite the bad weather. 

Martin J. ompES 


DIAL FOR A PRAYER 


The Roanoke Greene Memorial Meth- 
odist Church had an idea. They made 
public announcement of the fact that 
any person dialing number 2-7685 on 
their phone, numbers which correspond 
with the dial letters A SOUL, would 
hear a recorded prayer. 

Thousands, unexpectedly, called that 
phone number disrupting telephone serv- 
ice for patrons whose numbers were 
somewhat similar, to the extent that 
the DIAL FOR A PRAYER service had 
to be discontinued. The church officials 
were told that only by installing spe- 
cially designed equipment would they 
be able to handle the overwhelming load 
of calls for prayer. 


CHURCH FUND RAISING COLUMNS 
By Norman E. Nygaard, D.D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian minister who has 

contributed regularly to The Expositor for more 

than thirty: years. For the last six years be has 

given full time to writing and professional fund- 
raising for churches. 


QUESTION: A great many of our Board 
question the advisability of using’ profes- 
sional fund-raising organizations because 
they believe that they employ “high pres- 
sure’’ methods, oftentimes almost forcing 
people, against their wills, to give. 

It is also true that some of our officers 
oppose any forward step at all for fear of 


criticism that the church itself is guilty of | 


the same practice. We’re on the horns of a 
dilemma. We need to enlarge our church build- 
ing but apparently the Lord expects us to 
raise the money for that purpose. At least 
He hasn’t provided us with the funds se the 
Project. What shall we do? 


ANSWER: It is well to recognize the fact that 
you will always have people in your church 
who will forever criticize the church for 
challenging them to give. Undoubtedly the 
Rich Young Ruler, turning sorrowfully away 
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from Jesus, may have felt that bbs £084 wi 
having pressure applied to give. $Goy ‘ 
all that thou hast and come follow me, 
what Jesus said to him. “4 

If the Church is to wait upon every forwa 
step until the time comes when it will nev 
be criticized for taking it, the Church wi 
stand still -- and gradually slip backwar 
into decay. 

There are some people who respond 1 
every request for money for any purpose | 
remarking that “‘high pressure’’ is being a 
plied. Evidently, to their minds, high pre 
sure is used whenever they are asked to gi 
to any cause. 

While there are doubtless exceptions 1 
the rule, it is probably true that a sods fun 
raising organization, far from using “‘hi, 
pressure’? methods, keeps the church fre 
using such pressures. It accomplishes th 
basically, in two ways: 

First, by building for the church a car 
fully devised public relations program, d 
signed to convince people that it is des: 
able to give to such a worthy cause as t 
one for which the church is raising mone 

Second, by so organizing a campaign th 
the maximum number of people are enlist 
in it and are convinced of the worth of tl 
cause. 

You can always check on the kind of : 
organization which you are considering e} 
ploying. Their work is never done in a cc¢ 
ner. Write to some of their clients and fi 
out what the results and methods of the 
campaigns have been. Don’t choose churc 
es of their selection for such inquiries, b 
pick churches of your own choice. The fun 
raising organization of good repute welcom 
that kind of an investigation. 


For information which will belp you in con- 
sidering or planning your Fund Raising Cam- 
baign, fill in the following coupon and mail 
it to the EXPOSITOR. No obligation. © 


Dr. Nygaard, eo. 
The Expositor, East Aurora, N. Yo Ye 
Please send me information on your 


Church Fund Raising Campa eam 


Name . ° ° eage . ey de) ° pe, e 
A ddr $86). Vie) voy, Sen acer ae Oe 4 


‘City or Town 


; Denomination. i 
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The Best Christmas Gift 


HARRY A. G. ABBE 


iText: John 7:37 - Now on the last day, 
the great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried, saying, if any 
man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink, 
HESE words were spoken in the 
Temple at Jerusalem during the 
‘=~ Feast of Tabernacles, when the peo- 
ple made booths in memory of their transi- 
tory journey in the wilderness. The proph- 
et Jeremiah told the people God was 
“the fountain of living waters,”’ and in 
His appeal to come unto Him and drink, 
Jesus refers to the spiritual satisfaction 
which comes from God, and which He 
could impart to anyone who believed on 
Him. To the woman of Samaria, He went 
farther and promised this spiritual gift 
would become “‘a well of water spring- 
ing up unto eternal life,’’ to anyone who 
-eceived it. “‘Eternal life’’ implied an in- 
dissoluble bond with God which could 
aot be broken by the incident of death. 
That this water of life was ministered by 
che gift of the Holy Spirit was shown by 
Peter on the Day of Pentecost, when he 
{eclared that the prophet Joel’s prophecy 
shat God would pour forth His Spirit like 
living water “‘upon all flesh’’ had been 
ful fil ed. John 10:22 says that Jesus 


drink of the fountain of life. 

It is worth noting that Jesus suggests 
10 dogma, creed, mediator, sacrament, or 
‘ther condition that stands between the 
soul and its direct approach to God. The 
iadwelling Spirit was the only bond re- 
mired. So also in the Parable of the 
rodigal Son, no mediatorial office stood 
yetween the repentant exile and the pa- 
nal love that hastened to welcome 


ty 


him home. Jesus’ promise that ‘‘where 
two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am [| in the midst,”’ likewise 
avoids any condition but spiritual ones 
for communion with Him. 

The only obstacle to such communion - 
is in the soul, itself - the suspicion that 
no heavenly fount exists, or distrust of 
God, or actual resentment against Him. 
A quaint story is told to describe how 
gently and unobtrusively God seeks to 
dispel all such barriers and make His 
way to reluctant human hearts. 

The story is of an infidel of the Middle 
Ages who hated the Bible and all things 
sacred. He wanted to defy God and his 
defiance took the form of an absurd 
challenge. He went out into a field all 
armed to meet God in a personal combat. 
He threw his glove down on the ground 
before God, then looked up and cried as 
if to his bitterest enemy: ‘“God, if there 
is a God, I defy thee here and now to 
mortal combat. If thou indeed art, put ~ 
forth thy power of which thy pretended 
priests make such boast.’’ No answer, 
such as terrible lightning to frighten him 
or strike him dead. No sudden upheaval 
of the earth to swallow him from sight 
forever. No crash of thunder to silence 
his voice. But God was not dead, and an 


‘answer came as gently as the still, 


small voice which spoke to the despair- 
ing soul of the prophet Elijah at Carmel. 
It was only a little piece of paper flutter- 
ing in the air just over the infidel’s head. 
Down it came to earth. He took it up and ~ 
found words written on it. Aristotle said 
the perfect number is three, because it is 
the only number with a beginning, middle 
and end. So the three words this man 
found written on the paper are the three 
perfect words which scientific material-. 
ism never can supply, but which are the 
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potent words in any language, ““God is 
love.’’ It is safe to believe the infidel 
found it hard to combat a God like that, 
and presumably he came to see possibil- 
ities in that love of God to which he had 
been blind before. It may be it even turn- 
ed his bitterness to sweetness and light. 

In the same quiet manner appeared the 
Christ Child on the first Christmas day 
in Bethlehem. Phillips Brooks beautifully 
describes it in his famous Christmas 
hymn: 

How silently, how silently 

The wondrous gift is gi’en! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 

So “‘silently, nice, y has Christ, 
Himself come to those who believed in 
Him at Christmas and all the seasons of 
the year, to lead them by His Spirit to 
the fountain of living waters where are 
found the “blessings of His heaven.” 
Christmas is the constant reminder of 
them, and without them the season would 
be merry and amiable, but superficial and 
devoid of its deepest meaning. The dis- 
ciples did not fully realize them while 
Jesus was still with them. It was not un= 
til He was parted from them and ceased 

-to be localized, and could be seen in the’ 
spiritual perspective of all history and 
all eternity, that He could more perfectly 
lead them and all Christians to the living 
waters to which He invited the people at 
the Temple feast. At Pentecost the dis- 
ciples were‘‘clothed with power from on 
high,’’ ‘‘were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit,’ and prepared to manifest thereal 
meaning of God’s Christmas gift, and 
show that it was perpetual and eternal. 


Christians have a great mission to wit- 


ness to ‘blessings of His heaven’’ in 
the church, but a still better place is in 
the home. Yet, drinking at the fountain 


of living waters and enjoying the “‘bless- 


ings of His heaven’’ were not ends in 
themselves to Jesus. He took the spirit- 
ual into the practical, the divine into the 
human, the eternal into the temporal. He 
dined with self-righteous Pharisees, be- 


friended loose women, argued with learn- | 


ed scribes, conformed to Jewish relig- 
iousrites, chided His disciples when 
they erred, was always seeking to heal 
broken bodies, mend ‘disrupted minds, 
comfort the sorrowing, and. teach prin- 
ciples of economic, -judicial, and social 
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righteousness. Bright and shining hav 
been the multitude of Christians wh 
have sought to follow His peerless exan 
ple. Jane Addams of Hull House testi 
fied her workers were all Christians an 
mostly, if not all, members of Christian 
churches, Wherever philanthropic, human 
itarian, and charitable enterprises pre 
vail, ther- is the spirit of the Christ 0 
Bethlehem. 

What a marvellous transformation i 
would be if the Christian spirit permeat 
ed all human society! When we hear the 
carols joyfully ringing on every corner. 
that transformation of spirit is what long 
ing hearts seem to wish for at Christmas 
and every succeeding season of the year 
But as the seasons advance, too often 
the joy of the carols seems to subside 
in the distance. In our competitive econ- 
omy the tendency is to fall down craven- 
ly before the power of money and idolize 
it as the greatest thing in the world. Big 
business can drive out and frustrate its 
small competitor with the mere signing o 
a big fat check. Christ and the scripture 
wamed of the menace of money, but be- 
cause of the demoralizing injustices, the 
financial barriers, and actual distinc- 
tions which money creates, our country 


- is honeycombed with the fascism of mon- 


ey power. 

The offenses against the Christmas 
spirit through all forms of greed, brutal- 
ity, selfishness, perversity, and crimin- 
ality fill the sordid sheets of our daily 
newspapers continually and shame the 
Christian name of the beloved country 
in which we live. But, thank God, nothing 
prevents the angelic songs from returning 
and the carols from ringing out again the 
pes gospel that Christ is born in Beth 
ehem, has never ceased to live in the 
hearts of those who believe in Him, and 
the eternal purpose of God goes on, till 
all the Christian church arrive safely ai 
the heavenly fountain and know the joys 
of the‘‘well of water springing up unto 
eternal life.’’. a 

Blessed are those who have exempli: 
fied the Christmas spirit through all the 
centuries from Perpetua and Felicitas 
and the other early martyrs to the pres- 
ent time. They have engrossed the Chris 
tian scriptures, stood out against tyrann 
enlightened the world’s Harem 
ed human suffering, gone to wildernes 


~ 
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jungles to uplift backward tribes, deliv- 
ered slaves from bondage, reformed op- 
|pressive labor practices, lightened brutal 
|penalties, built centers for social amel- 
‘loration, and performed other humanitar- 
Jan services without number. A single 
‘illustration from far-away Korea will 
‘serve to summarize the glorious roll. 
Dr. L.H.Evans saw a missionary phy- 
:Sician in Korea who had left a lucrative 
‘and promising practice at home, perform 
ian operation, and when it was over, the 
:surgeon removed his surgical apron and 
lhe and Dr. Evans were retiring from the 
iroom. Dr. Evans said, ‘‘Doctor, is every 
iday like this?’’ “He only smiled,” says 
1Dr. Evans. “‘Beads of persperation stood 
cout onhis forehead; his eyes were glassy, 
lhis lips were almost purple with the 
'Strain and his hands trembled with fa- 
itigue. I said to him, ‘Doctor, how much 
ywould you have received for this opera- 
ition in America?’ He replied, ‘Perhaps 
ithree or four hundred dollars. It was a 
‘complicated one.’ ‘How much will you 
receive for this?’ I asked. Looking at 
ithe poor Korean woman who had ‘been 
wheeled into the operating room with 
‘only a copper in her hand, asking that in 
'Christ’s name he give her life, he look- 
\back at me and with tears welling up in 
ithose fine eyes and a choke in his voice, 
he said, ‘Well, sir, for this I will get 
jnothing but her gratitude and my Master’s 
‘smile. But that, sir, is worth more than 
all the plaudits and money the world can 
: oF 5 
ive. 
6 What animpressive evidence there was 
‘in that good surgeon’s self-denial serv- 
e that Christ still lives forever in the 
hearts and lives of those who know and 
love Him, who show that His entrance 
akes all seasons thrill with the Chris- 
mas joy. Those “tears welling up in the 
ne eyes’ were the visible symbol of 
‘the well of water springing up unto 
ernal life.’’ The good surgeon’s Chris- 
an spirit, expressing itself in such 
ds of sacrificial love, was the best 
hristmas gift he, or anybody, could 
ossibly give to the world at any time. 
_ To possess that spirit was the purpose 
f Jesus’ appeal in the Temple to those 
thirsted for a higher spiritual life,to 
unto Him and drink of what Isaiah 
“the waters of salvation, "and 
Jesus declared spring up unto 


eternal life.’’ Without the gospel of eter- 
nal life Christmas would lose its highest 
joy and the fulfillment of all the Chris- 
tian revelation. 

In all the vicissitudes of our lives, 
Jesus still calls us to heed His gracious 
invitation, and find in Him the comforting 


hope of home at the end of the journey. 


Far, far away, like bells at evening 
pealing, 

The voice of Jesus sounds o’er land 
and sea, 

And laden souls, by thousands meekly 
stealing, 

Kind Shepherds turn their weary steps 
to Thee. 

Angels of Jesus, angels of light, 

Singing to welcome the pilgrims of the 


night. 
And The Fig Tree 
Withered 


WILLIAM GODDARD SHERMAN 
Text: Matthew 21:18-22 


HE meekness of Jesus has been — 
over-emphasized, while His stern-— 
—>-ness is soft-pedaled. Our failure to 
recognize the frequent sharpness of His 
statements has caused us to lose sight 
of the vigor and vitality of His teaching. 
For example, we commonly discourse ~ 
at great length upon the compassion of 
the Christ, and give the overall impres- _ 
sion that His every sentence was oozing: — 
with sweetness. Yet the truth is that Je- — 
sus often spoke sharply of divine wrath, — 
and it is from His own lips that we dis- | 
cover most of the New Testament teach- — 
ing about hell and eternal punishment. _ 
An instance of how we play up what — 
we like and play down what we dislike _ 
is in evidence in our present text. The — 
cursing of the fig tree is surely one of — 
the least understood and most rarely | 
stated of the parables. The reason is ob- ~ 
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< because of their littleness of faith. 


a watch wi 


meaning of Jesus’ message be lost! 

3riefly, let us catch the setting. It is 
certain that the incident took place to- 
ward the end of our Lord’s ministry. All 
the more reason why His words should 
have a cutting edge of denunciation. 
Time was short; dan gers were many; fol- 
lowers were few. And even those who 
followed Him lacked a vigor in their dis- 
cipleship. There was no urgency, no 
sense of compulsion. 

The cursing of. the fig tree took place 
after the triumphal entry. There is no 
mistaking the fact that there was a pro- 
found reason for the deed. Jesus rarely 
did things without purpose, and what few 
He may have done are not recorded by 
the Gospel writers. This is a parabolic 
act and it is unquestionably a parable of 
judgment. 

The first thing to be noted is Jesus’ 
extreme disappointment at finding the 
tree without fruit. The narrative says 
that He was hungry. It may well be that 
it was the fact of His hunger which 
prompted Him to use the fig tree as a 
symbol and parable. Since He was actu- 
ally physically hungry there would un- 
derstandably be keen disappointment at 
finding the tree without fruit. 

This rather commonplace occurrence 
set the stage for the teaching of an eter- 
nal truth. Jesus merely used the present 
situation. Surely the tree was not cursed 
simply because, and for no other reason 
than that there was no fruit. That would 
be an utterly childish display of temper. 
There was a deeperreason for His action. 

The disappointment of our Lord at 
not finding fruit is certainly indicative 
of His keen disappointmentat not finding 
fruit for the Kingdom in the lives of His 


_ disciples. Remember that His ministry 


was nearly at an end, and He must soon 
turn over the future of the Kingdom to 
other hands. But how disappointed He 


__was in these who must be entrusted with 
the responsibility. They had slept when 


. they should have been alert. In disap- 


pointment He asked, ‘‘Could ye not 
me one hour?” They faltered, 

and fell by the wayside. They could not 
* do the-things He had told them would be 


“possible and He plainly said that it was 


It is a parable of an eternal truth: the 


vis ais Master’ s disappointment over the waver- 


ing witness of His disciples. That dis- 
appointment rides the centuries and fo- 
cusses upon our own lives. Did you ever 
stop to think about it? Possibly Christ 
is disappointed in you! And be sure that 
He is if your life, like the barren fig 
tree, has failed to produce fruits for the 
Kingdom of God. 

The second thing that we should note 
is that the curse was a direct result of 
the tree’s failure to produce. This should 
say something to our own spiritual lives, 
for it is a parable of profound and unfail- 
ing spiritual truth. If our lives are not 
producing fruits for the Kingdom, then 
our spirituality is in danger of losing its 
vitality. 

What is true for our personal lives is 
precisely as true in the life of the 
Church itself. It was the late Doctor 
John McNaughter who once said in a 
Commencement sermon, ‘‘Everything 
hangs on the Church’ Ss faithfulness to 
the Great Commission.’’ Now the main 
concern of Dr. McNaughter in this partic- 
ular statement was not the salvation of 
the heathen, but the salvation of the 
Church. He was aware, to be sure, of the 
necessity of taking the Gospel to the 
lost in order that they might be redeem- 
ed. But he was also aware of the abso- 
lute need of the Church’s missionary 
outlook in order to keep alive its own 
spitiual vitality. 

There is a twofold purpose in our mis- 
sionary program. It is this fact which is 
at the heart of God’s commission to 
Peter to preach to Cornelius. A careful 
reading of the incident reveals that 
God’s main concern was not Cornelius, 
but Peter. If God desired the Centurion’: s 
conversion, He could have effected it in 
the same manner as He did Paul’s, with- 
out the help of a third party. But God’s 
vital concern was the spiritual passio 7 
of Peter. He wanted the Apostle to have 
a heart burdened with the lost. 


fulness to the Great Commission.”’ 
tragic note which must be introduces 
that the Church has not been altoget 
faithful in its primary task. Worse, it h 
often been uninterested. Recall the 
perience of William Carey i in Lond 
went to the convention of his chu 


pleaded for missionaries to assume the 
burden of taking the Gospel to the unre- 
deemed. But the moderator only said to 
him, “‘Young man, sit down. If God wants 
the heathen converted, He’ll do it with- 
out your help.”’ This is still the attitude 
of many who claim the promise of Christ. 

They want His promise for themselves, 

but they do not want to take His promis- 

es to the unredeemed. 

And the fig tree withered! It withered 
because it failed to produce. God’s wam- 
ing to us, as individuals and as a Church, 
is that our spiritual dynamic ebbs away 
if we do not produce fruits for His King- 
dom. ' 

The third lesson which comes to us 
© out of this incident is that positive faith 
creates power to produce mighty acts. 
Lack of faith causes us to perish within. 
A real, vital conviction will enable us 
to do wonders beyond our wildest imagin- 
ing. 

Jesus used a figureof speech to em- 
phasize His point. He told the disciples 
that if they had faith they would be able 
to say to the mountain, Be thou taken up 
and cast into the sea, and it shall be 
done. Let us face the fact quite honest- 
ly: Jesus was using a figure of speech 
to convey a spiritual truth. This certain- 
_ ly was not a promise that the disciples 
would be able to move, physically, real 
mountains. I once heard a sermon deal- 
ing with this incident, and the tenor of 
the message was that whole mountain 
ranges actually can be moved, provided 
we have enough faith. Thus said the 
preacher: “‘Jesus promised it, and He 
meant it literally.”’ And then the good 
_ brother went on to observe that no record 
exists of any mountains having been 
moved -- the obvious reason being that 
no one has ever yet had sufficient faith! 
-- Our Lord meant His disciples to see 
‘this truth : the seemingly impossible can 
be accomplished by faith. The Christian 
‘religion is far above such utterly sense- 
s as moving earthly mountains. 
e rather presumptuous of us to 
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ght to be that the mountainous prob- 


the strength of Christ. Then the 


ins to take on meaning for 


‘of life can be conquered when we 


each of us, 

But more: the deeper meaning of this 
promise is not for the superficial tasks 
of the earthly life; it is for the spiritual; 
it is for the soul; it is for eternity. Faith 
that moves mountains! A real and trust- 
ing faith in Christ removes the mountain 
of sin. Surely this is the greatest miracle 
of all; this is the real impossibilty, but 
it issaccomplished by faith. 

Positive faith brings into our lives 
power to live on a higher level. The 
mightiest act any one of us can perform 
is the act of living a life of purity by the 
power of Christ. No other earthly deed 
can be called its equal; no other is more 
glowing testimony of devotion to our 
Lord. 

Faith in Jesus is the source of our 
power to live in His strength. That 
power flows down to us from that most 
profound of all events, Calvary. It was 
the cross of Christ which opened the 
gates of heaven; it is from His cross that 
comes the healing stream of mercy which 
binds up the wounds of an ailing human-) — 
ity. That supreme act of love destroyed — 
the power of sin to hold man’s soul in 
bondage. The cross held Jesus captive, — 
but it set mankind free. Ree ely: 

What a message the withered fig tree _ 
has for us. How lightly have we taken ~ 
that message; how vaguely have we un- | 
derstood. It was more than the venting of | 
divine truth. It continues to warn us to- _ 
day that failure to produce fruits for His 7 
Kingdom will ‘bring forth His wrath. But _ 
it continues to speak a message of hope — 
as well. It assures us that faith in the — 
Son of God as our Saviour will remove — 
the mountain of sin from every soul that — 
leans upon Him, and will finally bring © 
us to everlasting life. Sek: | 

CHRISTIANITY | ae 
Christianity is a five-pointed  —— 
star. When the Christian pra eer. 
he communes with God; wh 5 
he studies God’s Word, 
learns from God; when he s« 
the unsaved, he works 
God; when he ministers, he 
shows forth God; and when ie . 
gives, he shares with God. — 
No Christian life can be c 
plete unless his star is 
plete. hs ae 


The Foolishness 


of Preaching 
ROBERT LLOYD ROBERTS 


Text: [Cor. 1:21... it was God’s good 
pleasure through the foolihsness of 


preaching to save them that believe. 


foolishness of preaching is not the 
same as the preaching of foolish- 
ness. The preaching of foolishness is no 
great credit to the ministry. In looking 
over some of my sermon notes of thirty 
years ago, I said to myself, “‘Surely I 
didn’t say such things as that, I couldn’t 
say that now, it would sound so foolish?’ 
In one sermon, | advocated that all Chris- 
tians should wash one another’s feet, as 
Jesus did. In another I advocated that 
since a man was put to death in the Old 
Testament for picking up sticks on the 
the Sabbath, we should have severe pun- 
ishment for all Sabbath breaking, al- 
_ though I did not go as far as to advocate 
the death penalty. Possibly, I still say 
many foolish things in my sermons today, 
but I hope I do not go as far as I did 
thirty years ago when | wanted to change 
_ the world overnight. 

I heard a sermon once in which the 
preacher claimed that his car was out of 
gas on a dark and stormy night, and he 

prayed to God in a forest at the foot of 
-a steep hill, and he started his car and 
--went up the hill and to the hospital, 
_ where he was taking a sick child. | don’t 
_ know what happened in this case, unless 
there was still some gas in the tank that 
_ he did not know about, or that the gas line 
had just been temporarily clogged. But 
the story made more a 8 smile than it 
_ made believe in the power of prayer.Even 
if true, some seemingly absurd stories 


ET us note, first of all, that the 


_ people laugh and sneer rather than be- 
~ lieve. ; 


selves. Romans 14:22. ‘‘Hast thou faith? 
+. ana thyself before God.’’ Paul said 
that he didn’t fight as one that beateth 
_ the air. He was no shadow boxer.I sup- 


Ly aut 


‘pose one reason why we are tempted to 


i answer questions that no one is asking 
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is that we live too much with our books 
and not enough with our people. If we 

realiy know and understand people, then 

we will answer the questions they are 

asking. There is the old saying that the 

preacher who is invisible through the 

week will beincomprehensible on Sunday. 
This is because he lives in his own lit- 

tle world, all cooped up in his study by 

himself. So it is that we are tempted to 
make up foolish little sermons that mean 

little if anything and get nowhere in our 

modern life. 


Is Preaching Foolishness 
We condemn the idea of the preaching 
of foolishness. But we have to face the 
idea of the foolishness of preaching. 
Shall we condemn all preaching as fool 
ishness? Of course the answer is ““No.”’ 
But the objection to so much of it is 
raised that preaching is a weak and in- — 
effective instrument of propaganda. It 
depends upon argument and persuasion, 
upon sales-talks. It is time consuming, © 
so slow and erratic. Cortez converted the ~ 
Mexicans not by the slow method of — 
preaching but by the surer method of © 
the sword. He said that all should be- — 
lieve in Christ or be put to the sword. — 
The Communists do not propagate Com- © 
munisim entirely by preaching and print- — 
ing, but if necessary they use the sword, 
the concentration camp and enforced — 
brain-washing to accomplish their pur- 
pose. The Nazis and Italian Fascists — 
used similar methods. It was believe or — 
else, with them. If words failed, if fear B 
could not move them, then force was us- _ 
ed to convert the stubborn citizens who 
wanted to think as they pleased, bg 
Christians have used the rack and pinion, 
the molten lead, and fire to make the her- 
etics repent or die. But in general Chris- 
tianity, from the days of its Founder. 
has moved slowly but surely by the foo 
ishness of preaching, by argument an 
persuasion. Isaiah preached in this way, — 
not by fire and sword but by words. God | 
set the pattern of preaching for him wh 
He said, ‘‘Come now, and let us rea 


Ideas are stronger than guns and bull 
This is why, in the long run, reaso 
better than force, to get permanen 

sults. Preaching may seem foo . 


vut after all, in the long view of history, 
t does get results. At the same time, it 
aay seem slow and ineffective, but ideas 
md truth will prevail. Force and violence 
e temporary, When the pressure was re- 
coved what happened to Nazism and Fas- 
ism? They almost completely dropped 
ut of the world picture. Unless Com- 
tunism has truth in it and eternal ideas 
t will die out when its force and vio- 
snce are expended. But Christ and Chris- 
sanity go on like the brook, forever. 


"hen Is The Preaching of Foolishness 
Good? 

We condemned the preaching of fool- 
shness. We will have to qualify that 
condemnation, for the world sometimes 
winks that truth is foolishness. They 
aughed at Columbus for saying the world 
3 round. 

Dr. John Hutton included in this idea 
f the preaching of foolishness, the pro- 
sensity preachers have for answering 
westions no one is asking. It is like 
spring a straw man just to knock him 
own. They laughed at Jenner for vac- 
inating for smallpox. Robert Fulton 
early wore his life away trying to prove 
sat he could make a practical steamboat. 
| endl theory of relativity was a 

ce until the atom bomb came along. 
lany great ideas have been greeted with 
sers at first, only to be hailed later as 
onders. You cannot keep a good idea 
wn. “Truth will out.’’ So what may 
eem like foolishness to one age may 
e the very life of another. Some scoffed 
t radio and television as nonsensical 
leas like thoseof Jules Verne, only lat- 
to have to eat their words. 

So it is with the Cross of Christ. To 
ie Greek philosophers it was foolish- 
;s. The learned men of Athens gave 
au! little consideration, so he moved on 
) Corinth. Here he got a better hearing 
it still met with much doubt and skep- 
sm. “‘For the preaching of the cross 
. them that perish, foolishness.”’ 
Jnto the Greeks, foolishness. ”’ 

But the cross of Christ is the wisdom 
d and the power of God. The cross 
first of all the awful nature of sin. 
that sin is such a terrible thing 
took extreme measures to over- 
‘It took the death of God’s own 
ncel the power of sin. If sin 
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were of little or no account God would 
not have had to make such a sacrifice for 
us to save us from sin. 

In the second place, the cross shows 
the deep need of man. The cross shows 
how powerless man was to save himself 
by his own efforts. If man could have 
saved himself by his own efforts, God 
would not have needed to intervene in 
man’s behalf. But man was so poor and 
helpless and so bound down by sin that 
he could not possibly escape from its 
coils, so Christ had to die to save us. 
“Tt pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching (the Cross) to save them that 
believe.”’ 

In the third place, the cross shows the _ 
terrible price God had to pay to rédeem 
man. Sin is such a terrible thing, man is 
so uopelessly caught in its toils, that 
God had to give His all to rescue man. 
The cross is the price God had to pay. 
“For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.’’ So it is that 
we preach Christ crucified, for unto them 
which are called it is Christ the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God, and the ~ 
love of God. Our salvation is not by 
works, but by grace through faith, and 
even our faith is the gift of God. ' 


The Foolishness of God 

“The foolishness of God is wiser than 
men; and the weakness of God is strong- 
er than man.’’ The cross was foolishness 
to the Greeks, and a stumbling block to _ 
the Jew. The atheist may laugh at the 
cross. The philosopher may be puzzled 
by the cross. The materialist may ignore 
the cross. The infidel may deny the ex- - 
istence of the cross. The worldlywise _ 
man may despise the cross. But the fool- _ 
ishness of God is wiserthan men. 

“‘For after that in the wisdom of God 
the worldly by wisdom knew not God, it _ 
pleased God, by the foolishness _ of eer 
preaching to save them that believe.” 
Or, as Moffatt puts it, “‘For when the 
world with all its wisdom failed to know. , 
God in His wisdom, God resolved to save 
believers by the 
Christian message.”’ 


The Reward of Faith 


fr. 


Text: Hlebr. 11:1 - Now faith is the as- 
surance of things hoped for, a con- 
viction of things not seen. 

AITH is one of the most ordinary 

BD festises of life, and yet it is some- 

thing that grips the minds of men 
with special significance when it is as- 
sociated with the religious relationships 
of mankind. There is nothing that does 
not, in some way, relate itself to faith 
in its varied forms of expression. 

It is faith that enables men to accom- 
plish all the essential purposes of life, 
whether it be religion, business or so- 
cial affairs. You display the meaning of 
faith every time you buy a ticket to trav- 
el by rail; plane or boat. In fact there is 
nothing that can be done that is of any 
value to yourself or to life in general 
that is not immediately related to the 
meaning and purpose of faith. 

Consider the meaning and purpose of 
faith as it is purposefully represented in 
the activities of the church. This ought 
to awaken in every breast the latent 

_ powers of devotion as applied to the 
ideals and standards of belief, that dur- 
ve “aes the centuries have opened the way for 

“men to reveal their thoughts of God in 

“the enlightening terms of practical liv- 

ing. Since the’ initial days of religious 

action men have been privileged to see 
the ample fruits of faith in the lives of 
all who are interested in the spiritual 

destiny of mankind. 
Je There are three phases of faith in the 
_ doctrinal arrangement in every evangeli- 
Beer church which are supremely important 
as” examples of men’s ambitions to get 
right | with God and to live acceptably 
merece pfally among their fellows. This 
| trio of distinguishing Christian features 
own as Justification, Regeneration, 

Sanctification. 
he Apostle is very clear in his defi- 
yn of Justification in its essential 
and its indispensable place in 
of all who have acknowledged 
rist as” their personal Saviour. In Ro- 
s 5:1 we read, ‘‘Therefore being jus- 


Christ which results in a balanced 


by Sad we have peace with God ee ener te! dns 


through our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom 
also we have access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
the hope of the glory of God ’ It is Just- 
ification that opens the gateway leading 
into the devotional garden of the divine 
presence. To be justified according to 
Christian standards of righteousness, 
means that the subject has been given 
the blessing of God as though he were 
worthy of the blessing incident to for- 
giveness. In other words, the Lord treats 
the person who is justified as though he 
had never transgressed the lawsof divine 
revelation. This attitude toward the jus- 
tified man is just like the heavenly 

ther as He has been made known through 
the impressive ministrations of Christ. 
But men are not always so readily in- 
clined to deal with one another. With God 
as He has been made known through 
Christ and the office work of the Hols 
Spirit, it is in harmony with His change” 
less disposition to deal with men ac- 
cording to the vital needs of their lives. 
Of Jesus it was said, ‘‘He needed not 
any man should testify of men; for he 
knew what was in man.”’ And we are fur- 
ther impressed with the all-important 
place that Justification has in the lives 
of penitent people as we recall the two 
men who went into the temple to observe 
their devotional obligations, one a Ph 
isee and the other a publican. The Phar- 
isee praised the virtues of his own a 


while the poor penitent publican ‘‘woul 
not so much as lift his eyes toward he 
en, but smote his breast, saying, God be 
merciful to me a sinner.’’ And we are to. 
that “he went down to his house justi 
fied.”’ , 
The second feature of a working fai ) 
is regeneration, or a transformed relatia 


to God through the merits of Jesu 
ception of life in all business and 


than an interesting hee for discussi 
despite the differences of opinion th 
prevail. There was no unanimity of b 
among the representatives of th 

church, but all were united in 
edging the great need of feelin 
pact of the divi ine approval, and 
the unquestioned evidences yf 


tiations of that day. 

The conversation of Jesus with Nico- 
cemus is suggestive of the conflicting 
ppinions of men with reference to their 
ppiritual need. Nicodemus was satisfied 
mat Jesus was honored with a special- 
ized relation to God, by which mencould 
ee made partakers of the divine nature. 
gut Jesus gradually led him out into larg- 
ir fields of spiritual understanding, and 
ppened his heart for the reception of 
something real and indispensable when 
Te said, “Marvel not that I said unto 
hee, ye must be born again.”’ 

It is the new life in Christ that Chris- 
dans everywhere have professed to be- 
lieve. But they are not only expected to 
selieve in the essentiality of the spirit- 
aal transformation, but they are also ex- 
»ected to demonstrate the sublime reality 
f its nature in their daily relations with 
their fellowmen. And this means you, 
vhoever you may be, wherever you may 
jive and whatever you may be doing. You 
are expected to strive to exemplify the 
meaning of what you believe as a mem- 
yer of the church. In observing these ob- 
jigations your life will be crowned with 
he blessing of God and the confidence 
of men. 

Thus, in brief, we have the salient ev- 
.dences of the creative mission of regen- 
‘ration. It is a mighty lever in the hand 
God to break up the fallow ground of 


ndifference and active opposition to the 


bring men to the higher planes of un- 
lerstanding and importance according to 
1e overshadowing need of human nature. 
Sanctification is the third step toward 
srfecting our relation with God and our 
nfluence with our fellowmen. San ctifi- 
‘ation is the logical amplification of 
e sublime meaning of whatever we de- 

to do with our ‘‘calling of God in 


fectly normal until someone mentions the 
subject of Sanctification. Anyone who 
sanctified ought to be agreeable with 
rs, but it does not always work out 


pleased 
“entire sanctification,” but I 


of Sanctification and that is the kind that 
makes people friendly and tolerant. 

Can you imagine Paul had anything in 
mind but a perfect understanding of life 
and an attractive disposition when he 
addressed himself to the church at Thes- 
salonica saying, ‘“This is the will of 
God, even your sanctification.’’ And it 
was an extended application of the same 
thought when he wrote to the Colossians 
concerning their relation to Christ as he 
said, ‘‘And ye are complete in him.”’ It 
follows that Sanctification, which is in- 
separably associated with Justifcation 
and Regeneration, is the logical example 
of faith applied to the varied conditions 
of life. 

The interes: of the Masterin the cause - 
He came to rerresent and perfect was 
shown in His work to the end. We are 
told that ‘‘having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto 
the end.’’ His farewell admonition to His 
disciples on Mt. Olivet was charged with 
instructional specifications. First, He 
directed them to tarry “‘in Jerusalem un- 
til they were endued with power from on 
high.’’ Then they were directed to go out 
and ‘‘make disciples of all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
After having won them to the cause that 
centered in the heart of the Son of God, 
they were directed to ‘‘teach them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you; and lo, | am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world.” It is es 
pecially important to note the line of pro- 
cedure in approaching men with the gos- 
pel message. Discipleship or acceptance 
came first and was to be followed by — 
information relating to the rulingobject 
of Christ’s appearance among men. a 

Quite largely, however, among many ~ 
churches, the line of approach has been wap) 
changed by trying to make people Chriss ao 
tians by a systematic course of instruc- 


forth in the teachings of Christ and His a 


Apostles. coh a 
How many churches are putting on 
program of homemade evangelism, whi: 


is nothing more important than the famil- 
iar interest represented in an ordin se 


Ae 


vice of worship? 

These services are, for the most part 
attended only by those who can be de- 
pended upon to represent and maintain 
the regular church services. 

This age lias been quite thoroughly in- 
structed in the ideals of the Gospel. 
What we need to do is to take the further 
step of persuading man to accept Christ 
as the saving power of their lives. To 
evangelize means primarily, to instruct. 
To Christianize means to be transformed 
and become examples of Christ’s power 
to save the soul from the effects of sin. 
Men not only need to know that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners, but they need especially to be ac- 
quainted with Christ as the saving 
strength of their lives, by which they 
may experience the purifying qualities 
of divine grace ‘‘in the world that now 
is’ and rejoice in the hope of the world 
that is to come. 


Living Responsibility 


W. P. HARES 


Text: Eph. 5:15 - Live life, then with a 
sense of responsibility, not as 
men who do not know the meaning 
and purpose of life, but as those 
who do. Make the best of your 
time, despite all the difficulties of 

_ these days. Don’t be vague, but 
firmly grasp what you know to be 
the will of God. 


HAT was originally written nineteen 
hundred years ago, but had we today 
~ aman of God like St. Paul, he might 
_ well give us the same advice, for it is 
as applicable for us today as it was for 

_ the Ephesian Christians of Paul’s time. 
There are difficulties today which we 
Sa have to meet and overcome as there were 
_ in the first century, and we are called 
upon to “‘live with a due sense of respon- 
‘sibility, not careless as men who do not 
understand or know the meaning and pur- 
pose of life, but as those who fo? 
We are living in days when many, very 
‘many are utterly indifferent to the mean- 
ing and purpose of life. As regards re - 
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sponsibility, they couldn’t care less 
They live regardless of the fact tha 
they have been brought into the world for 
purpose; that God has given them lif 
that they may carry out His will; tha 
they may glorify God by doing His will 
that this world is just a testing place ir 
which they are being tried by God; tha 
it is a preparation for the life beyond the 
ave. 

They have never understood, nor triec 
to understand the meaning and purpose 
of the life God has given them, the life 
they are now living. They never look 
ahead; they make no sort of preparatio1 
for a life beyond the grave. They are con 
tent, when the time comes, to be snuffec 
out as we snuff a candle. . 

The day will come when they realize 
what a terrible mistake they have made 
and that realization will come too late to 
rectify their error. Meanwhile they go o1 
living carelessly with no thought of the 
future. ““Let us eat, drink, and be merry, 
for tomorrow we die;’’ and that is thei 
opinion of the meaning and purpose ol 
life. A very poor ideal, at best. 

St. Paul is writing to seriously-mindec 
men, to men who have a due sense of re- 
sponsibility as regards their living and 
conduct; who have understood to some 
extent the meaning and purpose of life, 
and he urges them to “‘make the best use of 
your time, despite all the difficulties of 
these days,’’ but Paul wishes them to dig 
deeper into its meaning so that they may 
fulfil more perfectly its ‘purpose.’ We, too, 
will do well to heed its exhortation. - 

The Westminster Catechism begins with 
the question, ‘“What is the end - the pur. 
pose of man?’’ And the answer is ““Th 
he should glorify God and enjoy Him f 
ever.”’ That, my friends, is the nao 
of life, that each living soul should glc 
rify the God who made him, and enjoy 
Him now and forever. ee a 4 

Such was the teaching of the apo 
Paul. Writing to the Christians in | 
rinth, he tells them, ‘‘So, whether 
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
to the glory of God.” _ ce 

Whatever you do. That covers” 
thing of our daily life and conduct. D 
it not? In the home, doing the 
household chores; in the factor 


workshop; in the a ail bee 


. ‘ 


‘counter; in the sports arenas; in the gar- 
‘den, the allotment and field: tending the 
sstock - whatever you do, writes St. Paul, 
‘do it to the glory of God, that by your 
faithful work God may be glorified. ~ 

“Live and work with a due sense of 
prresponsibility,’” Paul writes. If we all 
llived and worked like that, realizing 
‘cour responsibility to do all to the glory 
(God, we would solve very quickly all of 
cour industrial and political troubles. 

We should not be working always with 
(our eye on the clock, ready at the mo- 
iment to put our tools down; we should 
isweep in all the comers and under the 
:mat; and perhaps sometimes we should 
1remember Paul’s exhortation to the work- 
;men of Ephesus - and they were slaves! 
‘*to work, not in the way of eye-service, 
‘as men-pleasers, but as servants of 
‘Christ, doing the will of God from the 
‘heart, rendering service with a good will 

as to the Lord, and not to men.’ 

Paul has a word for the master, the em- 
ployer, too. He would not only be willing 
but anxious to give his employees the 
best wages, the best working conditions; 
he will be considerate, thoughtful, sym- 
pathetic and helpful to all those who 
work for him. Paul writes to the masters 
of slaves, to employers, ‘“Remember, 
then, you employers, that your responsi - 
bility is to be fair and just toward those 
whom you employ, never forgetting that 
you, yourselves have a heavenly Employ- 
er.’’ So much for ‘a due sense of respon- 
sibility’ regarding our daily life and con- 
duct as masters or employers. 

In our text Paul continues, ‘Make the 
best use of your time, despite all the 
difficulties of these days.’’ That might 
have been written just for us today, for 
times are very difficult for most people. 
‘True, we are living in something of a 
welfare state, in which the Government 
takes care of its subjects from birth to 
death. There is employment for all who 
| i willing to work, but a terrible short- 
age of houses. In every town there is a 
long list of people waiting for an empty 
house they may make a home. Taxes of 
every kind are heavy, prices are soaring, 
-many more schools are needed and there 
is always the threat of another war, with 
the terrifying atomic and hydrogen bombs. 
The days are difficult, yet in spite of the 
difficulties, or rather because of them, 


Paul writes: “Make the best use of your 
time. 

How that is to be done each one of us 
must decide for himself. I don’t think we 
make the best use of our time when we 
fill up football and cricket coupons in 
the vain hope of spotting a winner, and 
so winning a big money prize. That is a 
bum’s game and a waste of time and mon- 
ey. And when thousands go to the dogs, 
simply to bet and lose their money, they 
certainly are not living with a due sense 
of responsibility or so that they may glo- 
rify God. Television is helping countless 
to waste much of their time which should 
be more usefully spent. Paul’s exhorta- 
tion must be seriously heeded by us all: 
““Make the best use of your time, that 
you may be able to cope with the diffi- 
culties of these days.’”’ 

Then Paul concludes his homily; and 
it is important. “‘Don’t be vague, but 
firmly grasp what you know to be the 
will of God.’’ Don’t be vague. Some of 
us are prone to be doubtful, uncertain, 
hazy about life and its purposes, and 
Paul urges us not to be vague about this 
all-important matter, and tells us “‘to 
grasp firmly what you know to be the 
will of God.”’ . 

How are we to discover what the will 
of God is? Well, the Bible is the word of 
God, and Paul tells Timothy, and tells 
us, too, that it is ‘‘inspired by God, and 
is useful for teaching the faith and cor- 
recting error, for re-setting the direction 
of a man’s life, and training him in good 
living.”’ The Scriptures, Paul continues, 
“‘are the comprehensive equipment of the 
man of God, and they fit him fully for all 
branches of his work.” 

That is what we need. If we prayerfully 
study that Book, we shall certainly dis- 
cover in it what is the will of God. Make 
it your Guide Book through life and you 
will not be led astray. 

St. James Church, Somerton, Oxon. Eng. 


QS 

The CHURCH 
A reading church is an-inform- 
ed church, An informed church 
‘is an interested church, An in- 
terested church is an acting 
church, An acting church is a 


serving church, A_ serving 
_ church is a Christian church, — 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


AWARENESS 
Text: Prov. 8:34 - Blessed is the man that 
heareth me. 

When 23 year-old Georgia Griffith grad- 
uated from Capital University School of 
Music, she planned to teach music to the 
blind - - because she, herself is blind. 

But there were no positions for her in 
that field, so she began to instruct pupils 
who could see. When beginners ask her 
how she can tell when their fingers are 
held incorrectly over the piano keys, she 
says, “‘It’s very easy to tell! The notes 
don’t sound as they should; haven’t you 
ever noticed this?”’ 


WHY HE COULDN’T COVER THE STORY 
Text: Rev. 2:10 - Faithful unto death. 


A newspaper man connected with the 
New York World in the early part of the 
twentieth century, was injured in a bad 
train wreck at Stamford, Connecticut. Many 
were killed, and this reporter, Gregory 
Hume, true to his instinct as a newspaper 
man, was faithful to the highest traditions 
of his vocation until the last. 

A stranger bent over him, but the man 
realized his condition and just managed to 
whisper: 

“Reach in my pocket . . . get the price 
of a phone call to the World... call the 
city desk and tell them about this wreck . . 
say I’m sorry I can’t cover this story.”’ 

Then he died, but his last thought and 


word were of his paper. 


TRANSFORMED - - NOT CONFORMED 
Text: Rom. 12:2 -Instead of being moulded 
to this world, have your mind renew- 
ed, and so be transformed. (Moffat) 
My grandfather owned a brickyard. How 
often have I stood beside the brickmaker; 
seen him cut off the right sized piece of 
clay and throw it with swift, strong and 
accurate hands down into the oblong mold. 
Three times he did it, into as many sep- 
arate molds, and then sliced the. tops off, 
lifted the molds, and there they were, three 
identical molds of the same shape and 
size. wis 
Which is exactly what Paul means when 
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he says, “‘Be not conformed to this world’ 
don’t be squeezed into its ideals, attitude: 
actions. Be yourself. In fact be bigge 
than yourself. Be transformed - - that i: 
be carried clear across into a larger lif 
by the renewing of your minds and thu: 
work out in your lives the will of God 


JAYWALKERS 
Text: Prov. 12:15 - He that harkeneth unte 
counsel is wise. 

Ignoring traffic rules, and the obvious 
terrifying results, provide a concrete dem 
onstration of the need of Do’s and Dont’s 
in all phases of everyday life, and the 
cost for ignoring or disobeying them. ~ 

In Rochester, the jaywalker is required 
to attend a lecture on Traffic Safety in the 
Traffic Court. Pictures of actual accidents 
caused by willful or careless violations of 
traffic rules are shown -- a battered body 
being taken to the morgue --a group of at 
tendants trying to minister to the mangled 
body of a young woman -- “‘I was there,”’ 
the monotone of an officer’s voice breaks 
the tense silence, ‘‘she didn’t bother to ge 
to the cross walk.’’ After a long silence, 
‘‘Are there any questions?”’ 

There are no questions! Fach attendant 
at the lecture enrolled in-the class in the 
self-same manner, that is by ignoring some 
safety rule. Here is a fine example of the 
physical results of breaking safety laws, 
or just ignoring them, and it should serve 
as a lesson to all of us regarding safety 
rules, whether related to man or God, : 


THE PATH OF SILVER 


Text: Hebr. 2:9 - That by the grace of 
God he might taste of death for ev 
ery man. ; =) 

_ If one stand beside the ocean on a moon 

lit night, he sees a path of silver from the 

moon to his own feet. There is noescaping 
it. [f he moves miles in either direction, 
the beam of light continues to lie directly 
between him and the moon. There is some: 
thing in the action of light and in the struc 
ture of his eyes which renders this ines 
capable. Every man who looks wistfully 
towards the cross finds a similar direct 
nexus between the Crucified and himself. 

As there is a solidarity which links man’ 

sin today with the wickedness of thos 

who slew Christ, so there is a ray of lov 
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The Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church, 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Glenn A. Bickerstaff, Architect 


The character of workmanship displayed in 
the seating and chancel appointments in the 
Sunset. Hills United Presbyterian Church of 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, are a 
reflection of the taste, talent, and respect of 
MANITOWOC craftsmen. Years of devotion 
to such ideals assures you of seating and chancel 
furnishings that become the embodiment of the 
character an dspirit of your church. You will 
find that MANITOWOC Church Furniture 
Company offers you conscientious cooperation, 
efficient methods of manufacture, and a product 
made from materials unsurpassed for their 
purpose. 

We invite your inquiry. 
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which appears to come to him straight from 
the heart of the Saviour. He cannot get 
away from it. Christ’s sacrifice has a per- 
sonal meaning for him; and in that love he 


knows his own incalculable worth to God. 
Henry Sloan Coffin 


NO HEART BEHIND THE VOICE 


Text: | Cor. 13:13 - But now abideth faith, 
hope and love, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love. 

A generation ago there appeared in 
Paris one whose voice was counted the 
most perfect in Europe. Musical critics 
gave unstinted praise to the purity of tone 
and accuracy of execution. Yet in a few 
weeks the audience had dwindled to a 
mere handful, and in a few years the sing- 
er’s name was forgotten. Obscurity over- 
took the singer because there was no heart 
behind the voice, and so the tones became 
metallic. Contrariwise, the history of Jen- 
ny Lind contains a letter to a friend in 
Sweden, in which the singer writes, ‘‘Oh, 
that I may live two years longer and be 

rmitted to save enough money to com- 
plete my orphan’s homel”’ . 


® 
WORRY ANTS 

ext: Eccl. 9:11 - The race is not to the 
_ swift, nor the battle to the strong. 
_ The story is told of the hunter who 
hot a tiger and thought he had killed 
t, but, on approaching the animal, it 
sprang up end seizing the hunter crushed 
the bones of his knee and then fell back 
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dead. 

The hunter found he could not move 
and his cries for help went unheard. 
After a few hours, however, he forgot 
the tiger and even the broken bones in 
his knee, in his struggle with countless 
hordes of little ants, which covered him 
and tortured his whole body. Had it not 
been for a timely rescue, he would have 
been destroyed by the little ants. 

So it is in many human experiences. It 
is not the great tiger of calamity and 
erref that kills us, but the little ant wor- 
ries of everyday life. 
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COURTESIES 
(From page 404) 


professions, the clergy should allow none to 
outdo them in the matter of fraternity. 


To The Predecessor 

In arriving at a new field, the parishioners 
frequently, as a matter of conversation, enter 
into a discussion of the new minister’s pred- 
ecessor, his work, habits, eccentricities and 
even his personality. This, in itself, hardly 
reflects refinement, especially if continued 
to great length, but.it seems to serve as a 
topic of conversation, and is often well 
meant on the part of the parishioner. This is 
the opportunity for a preacher to manifest a 


kindly interest in the work of his predecessor 


and to speak highly of a brother minister, or 
at least, by silence, to discourage any evil 
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Helpful to everyone who wants to 
go deeper in his own prayer life. 


Single copy 35 cents. Three copies 
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Carefully prepared Pastors Notes supplied 
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speaking concerning him. That would be 
the loyal thing to do. 

A minister may be, probably is, building 
upon another man’s foundation - that of his 
predecessor, who is largely responsible for 
the high morale and the healthy state of the 
parish he has just assumed. That predecessor 
deserves your courtesy and honor. If he re- 
turns to the parish to visit friends of former 
days, by calling on him his successor shows 
areal courtesy and the call will probably be 
returned before the predecessor leaves town. 

A better feeling will result than if the 
’ former minister comes and goes without hav- 
ing seen his successor, or his successor 
having-seen him. No layman should be allow- 
_ ed to exceed a minister in showing a brother 
minister proper esteem. If convenient to se- 

cure one’s predecessor occasionally for a 
speaker at some special function, his intimate 
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friends will be pleased he will be pleased 
and the present pastor will be manifesting a 
gracious and thoughtful generosity. 


To The Successor 

A minister also has a very definite obliga 
tion to his successor. He wil] inherit his pred- 
ecessor’s problems as well as his successes, 
If the predecessor has left a church debt be- 
hind, he must wrestle with that. If the pred- 
ecessor has left a personal debt, he must in 
some way stand between it and the prede- 
cessor’s reputation. A rather peculiar feeling 
is experienced if a business man in the conr 
munity produces his books and shows a min- 
ister his predecessor’s unpaid account. 

The minister certainly owes it to his suc 
cessor to leave accurately kept records, visit- 
ing lists, maps of parish, and even so small 
a matter as a clean rectory, parsonage or 
manse. 

Furthermore, there are certain amentities 
of still greater importance which the minister 
owes his successor. Naturally, he would not 
*“cultivate”’ the people of his old charge,, nor 
in any way exploit his former field of labor. 
Having left the field as pastor, he should 
cleanly leave it. He has a new field, and no 
man should expect to be the shepherd of his 
own, and another man’s flock at one and the 
same time. 

There may be occasions when a pastor will 
be called back to a former field, or to a neigh- 
bor’s field, to officiate at a wedding, funeral 
or baptism. Can such a procedure, in the 
light of the finest courtesies, be regarded as 
ethical? Is it not time that the public be ed 
cated to the use of their own ministers while 
they have them, rather than wait until they 
have moved away, and then ask them back for 
any’such occasions? There are different rea- 
sons why people fall into such practices as 
these. Sometimes it is a matter, purely ,of 
fancy. There may be no particular reason ex- 
cept that their neighbors have done likewise 
in similar circumstances, it has become aprec 
edent, and they must keep up with the 
fashion. Again, there may be instances in 
which a greater display is made by calling 
a former minister for a funeral or like service, 
though the practice is more generally follow- 
ed if the former minister is a convenient dis- 
tance away. There may be cases in which 
the parties concerned happen to have a per 
sonal pique at their resident pastor, and do 
not hesitate to use such means in attempting 
to humiliate him. There may be instances in 
which the minister from outside happens to. 
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be a special friend of the family, and still 
others in which the only reason that can be 
advanced for such practice is there is an 
absolute lack of education in the matter of 
ministerial courtesies. 

In the strictest sense it seems hardly cour- 
teous to the minister who has been called, or 
sent to a particular field, to ask him to step 
aside while another from the cutside is called 
in to perform ceremonies ordinarily performed 
by the minister-in-charge. There are instances 
in which the very intimate friend of the former 
pastor has died, and the minister will not feel 
himself as one of the mourners. In such ‘a 
ease, he will return even though uninvited, 
and will attend the funeral as a friend or as 
a mourner, without necessarily taking charge 
of the service. — 

But, granting that a former minister, who 
had known intimately and long, a friend now 
deceased, is wholly justified in retuming for 
the occasion of the burial, it is still unneces- 
sary that discourtesy be shown his brother 
minister now resident in the parish. shone 
the latter may not have been long in the field, 
nor closely acquainted with the deceased, 
courtesy will provide a way whereby he may 
still be the officiating minister. The former 
pastor, who has known the deceased well and - 

ng, may give the principle address or onl y 
officiate at the grave, yet the minister-in- 
charge may conduct the services. He may, 10 
other words, be the liturgist and his prede- 

essor the preacher. By this arrangement, the 
iends of the deceased should be wholly 
satisfied, and the clergy still show the prop- 
r courtesies due each other. But it seems _ 
> the writer that the clergy should formulate 
code of ethics by which they are to be 
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governed, and let the laity know that it ex- 
ists. 

In the matter of weddings it is certainly _ 
clear that the performance of the same is a _ 
small courtesy which is due one’s ownminis- 
ter, though there will be instances when 
sentiment or courtesy will call in some other 
minister to assist in the ceremony, and the — 
same would be equally proper in baptisms. 


To The Neighbor, 

Obviously there are many courtesies whick 
ministers owe their neighbors, whether of 
their own or other denominations, and the 
mutual happiness of all ministers concerned 
will depend very largely unon the perform 
ance of these courtesies. The nearer the par- 
ishes are together, the more frequent will be 
the occasions for showing these courtesies. 
It may not be necessary to have union serv- 
ices each Sunday night, or even once a month 
to show that a friendly feeling exists between 
neighboring churches and pastors, but the 
fool ing must exist nevertheless, if ‘‘men are 
to know that we are His disciples.” 

Ministers are hardly to be thought of as 
competitors with their fellow-workers whose 
names are in the “Book of life.” They are 
not engaged in popularity contests; they are 
to rise, not one above the other, but one with: 
the other and they will be fighting shoulder _ 
to shoulder, in most cases, long after they, 
their neighbors and their successors have _ 


‘departed to other parishes. There should be a 


tie that binds them even more closely to each 
other than to their parishioners. 


To The Stranger 


Fven those with whom we may not have’ _ 


bad any previous acquaintance, if in good and © 
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SE Ee OY ee 
regular standing, are our brothers too, and 


access should be easy and natural. Prompt 
attention to the correspondence of those we 
have not met, may at some future time give 
greater satisfaction than we may nowimagine. 

Thus, by the uniform practice of the finest 
courtesies and most Christlike amenities may 
be built up a wall of friendship and bonds of 
brotherhood that can never be broken. The 
clergy, as a profession, will never so much 
as have it intimated that there exists the 
slightest of suspicion, envy, or jealousy 
among them. They will set an example in 
fraternity and co-operation to all other pro- 
fessions, and the result will be that they will 
find themselves “esteemed very highly in 
love for their work’s sake.”’ 
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THE GOD OF OUR FAITH. Harris Frankli 
Rall. Abingdon. 158pp. $2.75. 


Dr. Rall, professor emeritus of theology o 
Garret Bible Institute, tells in the clear an 
ordered language of a theologian and teache 
the truths about God and the world, by whic! 
a man may live. Chapters on Authoritaria: 
Empirical and Philosophical Theology mak 
up the first section on the Meaning and Meth 
od of Theology. In Part Two he piven fiv: 
chapters to Making A Christian Theology 
daatiee with tradition, faith, creeds an 
reason to reveal God. Part Three has five 
chapters to show God is good, transcenden 
and immanent. The fourth t, God and th 
World, takes up the way and the goal of Go 
and the problem of evil. A useful bibliogra 

hy and two indices add to the value of th 
book. It covers the general field of system. 
atic theology in language and thinking suite 
to laymen as well as ministers, to help al 
to love God with all their minds, followin 
the example of the great Teacher. Dr. Ral 
does not hesitate to face critical problem 
which challenge Christian faith, but treat 
them with logical and Biblical consideration 
Here is a valuable guide to a person’s think 
ing about God a will strengthen his fait 
and give God His proper place in our schem 
of life. Claude Richmon 


EVER ONE GOD, Robert W. Lutnes. Augs- 
burg. 365pp. $3. 50. 


In this remarkable novel the author intro: 
duces us at once into the maelstrom of post 
war fears and hopes of the displaced hosts 
of Central Europe, who sought with longing 
and hope a refuge in the concentration camp: 
and the help of the American Agents whe 
might fulfil their dreams of a new life ir 
America. The problems were not all on one 
side, however, the strenuous labors and the 
temptations under which our American agents 
labored are fully set forth. 

The writing in this book is done from kee: 
observation and with the dramatic unfoldin; 
of a gifted author. The book will deepen the 
the Christian concern of all who think ser- 
iously of America’s part in making a new 
humanity from the human wreckage of war 

Frederick W. Burnban 


A CANDLE IN THE DARK. Orva Lee Ice. 
Abingdon Press.’ 128pp. $2.00. 


Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Minne 
apolis, Dr. Ice is in frequent demand as ¢ 
speaker before young people. A ready anc 
friendly wit lightens these essays with anec 


dotes in an easy, informal style, to bring the 


. Hight of faith, hope and love to the solving 
° 
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problems which perplex youn le. 
The > ~messages, tals attracting ait es. 

Shockings Alive,”” “The Serpent in the 
House,” Won’t Power,’’ and the like. Mos! 
start with little stories, some in the first 


person. The remarks of a certain Jeb on his 
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return from the coast where everything was 
too perfect, gives the title, ‘“The Beauty of 
The Imperfect,’ emphasizing that much is 
left for us to do. The call of the imperfect, 
he says, is the inspiration for us to-be use- 
ful, the glory of being of service, ‘‘People 
who think themselves perfect,’ he adds, 
“‘often make their ett Sel tes the ugliest 
thing about them.’’ and again, ‘‘Quite often 
the imperfection itself is the attractive 
thing.’’ All this makes a volume both inter- 
esting and convincing as well as entertain- 
ing, and readers share the rich experiences of 
the young people who hear him in person. 
Claude Richmond 


RELIGION IN PRISON, J. Arthur Hoyles. 
Philosophical. $3.50 


Those dealing with penology are coming 
to realize the hick of religion in prison life 
and reform. There is little material on the 
subject, and this volume sets forth basic 


ideas and the reasons. There is tracing of | 


historical background, for much of which we 
should be ashamed, and a clear showing of 
good results from religious ministry in pris- 
ons. A good chapter is “‘Miracles Still Hap- 
pen,” showing that God’s grace works in 
rison. Of the death penalty, he writes 
‘The acceptance of a merciful and construc- 
tive attitude to the murderer as well as to all 
other criminals would go far to eradicate the 
poison which spreads from the death cell to 
the whole prison. As long as the gallows re- 
‘main the intention of the Christian within 
prison walls will be viewed with suspicion.”’ 

This book is worth serious study. 
William R. Siegart 


THE CHRISTIAN IMPERATIVE. Max Warren. 
Scribner’s. 14lpp. $3.00. 


his book has four main divisions: ‘“Go 
Baise “Go Teach,’’ ‘Go Heal,’’ and *‘Go 
' Baptize.’? The Canon explains the great im~ 
_perative recorded in the Gospels. __ 

Ours is basically a preaching ministry, but 
we must think of ‘‘preaching’” as going be- 
yond the delivery of a sermon. The church 
: ies its class-room and hospital. It also has 
a rite, an initiation into the membership an 
_ fellowship. These themes are dealt with in a 
scholarly yet a practical interpretation. 
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The last chapter titled The How of Obedi- 
ence brings to focus the essentials of Chris- 
tian discipleship by way of loyalty, sacri- 
fice and such other virtues as constitute a 
true Christian Adventure. We are given a re- 
statement of our marching orders. In a day 
of multiplied interests, the imperative might 
be sidetracked. Richard Braunstein — 


DYNAMIC SUNDAY SCHOOL TALKS TO 
CHILDREN, Joseph A. Schofield, Jr., W.A. 
Wilde. 184pp. $2.00, 


Joseph A. Schofield, Jr., author of ‘‘53 
Nature Sunday Talks to Children,’’ has pub- 
ished a new collection of talks to children. 
It is worthy the reception accorded his pre- 
vious volume. This new book covers the field 
in a splendid way, with messages for special 
Church festivals and civil holidays. His 
messages are short, not over three to five 
minutes, although easily expandable to great- 
er length if need be. ' 

There are 35 talks to children in terms that 
youth will understand and follow. This little 
volume will answer the problem of your oc- 
casional talks before Junior High assembly 
gatherings. Sunday School superintendents 
and teachers will find excellent material for 
their particular needs in this volume. 

James Waters Ramsey 


THE CHAPEL HOUR, Thomas Coates. Con- 
cordia. 184pp. $2.00. 


These 53 messages are arranged under the 
heads,’’ Three Postures,”’ (Walking, Stand- 
ing, Kneeling); ‘‘Three Word Pictures, (A 
Light and a Leap, The Stars and the Scars, 
A Bottle and a Book,) and one long group 
on “The Church Year.’’ The author, presi- 
dent of Concordia College, Portland, Ore. is 
a thorough scholar known for erudite books, 
but perhaps better among youth as an inspir- 
ational lecturer. The sermons which ectiae 
this volume are designed for youths of hig 
school age and beautifully express eternal 
truths of the Gospel in a manner that gets 
home to them and challenges them to higher 
living. For a New Year talk he uses Joshua 
3:5 under the title, ‘‘A Pact With God.”’ ask- 
ing youth to sanctify themselves in the light of 
the Word of God, the chapel service, commun- 
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ion and prayer. A sanctified life, he says 
will be expressed in purity, honesty an 
love so ‘“‘tomerrow the Lord will do wonder 
among you,”’ Pastors and teachers will fin 
these messages helpful and suppres E 
most valuable addition to the literature ¢ 
youth worship. 


Claude Richmon 
TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE to the In 
ternational Bible Lessons, 1956. Frank § 
Mead, Editor. Revell. 432 pp. $2.50. 

Few need an introduction to this Guide 
It was first published in 1904 and this 5ls 
edition takes its rightful place in the lon, 
line of excellent helps for the Sunday Schoo 
teacher. 

Lessons for every Sunday in the year have 
the text, memory selections, Home daily Bib 
le readings, lesson outline and developmen 
for the younger grades, Intermediates, Sen 
iors and adults. 

A new department for churches who regu 
larly use visual helps in instruction, for al 
lessons where such helps are available an 
well up to standard, a fist of titles of filr 
strips and movie films with their producer: 
is listed. 

This 1956 edition will not fail to meet th 
high and helpful standard of the years o 
previous editions. james Waters Ramee 
UNIFORM LESSON COMMENTARY, Williar 
M. Horn, Editor. Muhlenberg. $2.75. 


This lesson guide meets a need and has 
become very popular. It follows this plan: 
Background, Comments, Gist, Sidelights, 
Digging Deeper, Something To Think. About 
Daily Bible Readings. It follows the new re 
vised text. Maps and illustrations are sul 
ficient. Use at this commentary will resul 
in better teaching, more discussion, and : 
wider knowledge of the Bible, together witk 
a better understanding of Christian living.] 
can be used by both teacher and pupil. It is 
fresh, stimulating, and will provoke pupil 
participation. William R. Siegart 


THE GIFT 


(From page 405) 


hood and sacrifice. No gift is of an} 
honest value or worth unless it comes 
from the heart of the giver. Anyone whi 
can foot the bill may buy and give any 
thing to whomsoever he will without eve 
a wee portion of the heart being invol ve 
The true gift is the one that comes fron 
the heart, be it the heart of man or th 
heart of God,which of course carries us 
right back to those far distant Judear 
Hills and the Christmas gift of whidl 


| the angels sang, the gift that is ‘‘unt 


yous!” . ae 
So, it is time to say again, ‘‘Have 
joyous Christmastide, and keep you 
blessed gift near you through the years. 
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